On March 1, President Robert Kocharian signed a decree declaring a state of emergency in the Republic of Armenia. 

“In order to prevent the threat to the constitutional order in the Republic of Armenia and for the purpose of protecting the rights and legal interests of the population, guided by point 14 of Article 55 and point 6 of Article 117 of the Republic of Armenia Constitution, I decide: 

1. To declare a state of emergency from March 1, 2008, for a period of 20 days, in the city of Yerevan.

2.  To reserve the leadership of the removal of circumstances serving as a basis for declaring the state of emergency and regulation and realization of other urgent issues to the President of the Republic of Armenia.

3. To reserve the provision of the legal regime of the state of emergency to the Republic of Armenia Police attached to the Republic of Armenia Government and the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Armenia. 

4. To establish the following temporary restrictions in the territory declared to be under the state of emergency

1) Ban on holding meetings, public rallies, demonstrations, marches and other mass events.

2) Ban on strikes and measures to stop or otherwise suspend the activities of organizations.
3) If necessary, restriction by law-enforcement bodies of the movement of individuals, means of transportation and implementation of inspection.
4) Publications of mass media concerning state and internal political issues can be implemented solely within the limits of the official information of state bodies.

5) Ban on leaflets and implementation of political propaganda by other means without permission of corresponding state bodies.

6) Temporary suspension of the activities of political parties and other nongovernmental organizations obstructing the removal of the circumstances serving as a basis for the declaration of the state of emergency.
7) Expulsion of individuals who break the regime of the state of emergency and not residing in a given territory at the expense of their means, and if they don’t have means – at the expense of the means of the Republic of Armenia state budget on the condition of the further return of the expenses made.

8) The Republic of Armenia Government is to undertake necessary measures towards providing the realization of this decree.

9) This decree comes into force at the moment of announcement.” 
